Dense cystic craniopharyngiomas.
Characteristic computed tomographic (CT) findings of craniopharyngioma include calcification, contrast enhancement, and cyst formation. Sharp margins associated with a hypodense centrum usually characterize the CT appearance of a cystic tumor. The appearance of "dense" cysts in craniopharyngiomas has not been emphasized. Four cases of craniopharyngiomas with isodense to hyperdense cysts are reported. Comparative biochemical and in vitro CT analysis of cyst aspirates taken from these lesions demonstrate that high intracystic protein concentration accounts for the greater part of the hyperdensity. Various mechanisms for intracystic protein accumulation are discussed. Lesion characteristics, and not necessarily attenuation coefficients, are stressed in differentiating "dense" cystic from solid craniopharyngiomas.